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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 
WESTHOUGHTON . 


September,  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

t he  ffe al  th  C  omm  i  t teol 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  of  the 
District  for  the  year  1946. 

It  follows  similar  lines  to  those  of  the  immediately  previous 
years  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


AREA  OP  THE  DISTRICT  -  5,560  acres. 
CENCUS  POPULATION,  1931  -  16,018. 
ESTIMATED  POPULATION  1946  -  14,710, 


NUMBER  OP  INHABITED 

HOUSES 

AT  END  OP 

YEAR  -  4,459. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total. 

M. 

P. 

Legitimate 

237 

119 

118 

Illegitimate 

Live  . 

Births 

6 

3 

3 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

243 

estimated  population 

16.5 

,  Total 

122 

121 

mid  1946. 

Stillbirths 

16 

9 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  &  still)births 

61.0 

Deaths 

200 

98 

102 

Deathrate  per  1,000 
estimated  population 

13,5 

Deathrate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes.  Deaths .  (live  &  still)  births. 
Puerperal  &  post-abortive  sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes  I  3,86 

Total  1  3«86 


Deathrate  pf  Infanta  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  41*0 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  42,0 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  24 
Deaths  from  Measles  u  "  Nil 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  1 
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Population  for  Birth-rate  &  Death-rate  -  14,710, 


Per 

1,000 

of  estimated  population 

Rate  of 

Live 

Crude 

Deathrate  from 

Deathrate 

deaths 

Birth 

Death 

Taiberculosis 

from 

under  one 

rate 

rate 

of  respiratory 

Cancer 

year  per 

svs tern 

1. 000  live 

1 

'■'Bibth^T  ' 

Mean  of  5  years 

1941  -  1945 

16,3 

12.1 

0,23 

1.51 

52 

1945 

17,0 

11,4 

0,35 

1.56 

37 

1946 

16  o  5 

13,5 

0,06 

1,63 

« 

41 

Increase  or  decreas 

in  1946  on 

(1)  5yrs  average 

1941  -  1945 

-f  0*2 

+  1.4 

-0,17 

+  0.12 

— 11 

(2)  Previous  year 

-0,5 

+  2,1 

— 0 , 29 

+  0.07 
- .  ....  -■  . 

+  4 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  - 


ESvo^OOO 

Births 

Per  1,000  totaldive  &  still) 
Births 

Mean  of  5  yrs.  1941  -  1945 

3.37 

3.24 

1945 

4,16 

4.0 

1946 

4. 11 

3,86 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1946 

on ;  - 

(1)  5  yrs  average  1941-1945 

+  0.74 

-+  0,62 

(2)  previous  year 

/ 

-0,05 

-0.14 

1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  Bolton  Corporation,  which 
is  filtered  and  treated  before  going  into  supply.  All  dwelling-houses 
are  supplied  direct  from  the  mains.  Frequent  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  by  Bolton  Corporation. 

Three  examinations  were  made  of  the  water  as  received  at  terminal  points 
in  the  area. 

No,  of  bacteriological  examinations  3  Result  -  Satisfactory. 

No.  of  chemical  examinations  5  Result  -  Satisfactory, 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

No  liability  to  plumo-solvent  action. 

DRAINAGE. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  or  alterations  in  the 
general  scheme. 

HOUSING.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year:- 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  4 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  (including  Housing)  totalled  3,404  and.  720  defects 
or  nuisances  were  abated  ouJ^~ of  the  1,000  discovered. 
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INFESTATION 


Five  houses  were  found,  infested,  with  bed  bugs  and  were  disinfested 
by  use  of  inseoticide  (  D.D.T.  spray.) 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


This  work  has  been  carried  out  continuously  during  the  year  - 
particular  attention  has  been  given  to  milk  supplies  -  382  samples 
were  taken,  179. being  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli,  In  15  cases  a  positive  result  was  returned  and 
these. cases  were  investigated  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  * s 
Veterinary  Officer,  who  took  the  necessary  action  on  discovering  the 
diseased  animal. 


When  it  is  considered  that  a  period  of  up  to  eight  weeks  must 
elapse  between  the  taking  of  the  sample  and  the  removal  slaughter 
of  the  offending  oow,  it  will  be  appreciated  how  dangerous  is  the 
practice  of  drinking  raw  cows  milk  -  especially  in  the  case  of 
children.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  upon  everybody*  that  all 
raw  cows  milk  must  be  boiled  before  use.  With  the  continued  critical 
conditions  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  cows 
giving  tuberculous  milk  will  diminish. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections 

Factories  with  medbcoxcLcal  power  "111 

Factories  without  mechoanical  power  20 

Other  premises  4 


Notices . 


No.  of  defects 


4 


Total  inspections  135,  all  defects  were  remedied. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

•  The  Ambulance  Service  functioned  satisfactorily.  The  Ambulance 


made  135  journeys  as 

follows ; • 

Bolton  Wigan 

Mane  he  ster 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

105  11 

7 

12 

135 

The  Sitting  Case  Car 

made  a  total 

of  224  journeys. 

Bolton  Wigan 

Manchester 

Total 

208  11 

5 

224 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  18  cases  notified  and  14  of  these  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  there  were 
no  deaths. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  is  now  agreed,  that  most  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  given  satisfactory  living  conditions,  are  best  nursed 
at  home  -  the  main  advantage  being  a  lessened  liability  to  complications. 
It  appears  rather  illogical  that,  with  our  present  knowledge,  we 
should  still  hospitalise  the  mildest  case  of  a  atrcptocoocal  infection 
simply  because  it  produces  a  pathognomonic  rash,  and  make  no  provision 
for  more  virulent  but  at  present  non-notif iable  infections. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles.  There  was  no  evidence  of  abnormal 
prevalence'  during  the  year,  although  it  is  doubtful  if  these  diseases 
are  efficiently  notified. 
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Diphtheria.  During  the  year  there  was  one  case  of  this  disease 
compared  with  none  last  year  and  a  5  years  average  of  14* 


IMMUNISATION. 


Born  in  year 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

5-9 

1937-41 

10  -  14 

1932-36 

Total 

Total  immunised 
during  1946 

123 

37 

8 

6 

11 

- 

185 

Re -inf or cement 

doses 

- 

- 

2 

24 

136 

12 

174 

Total  immunised 
to  date 

122 

118 

131 

118 

6  56 

688 

1833 

Immunisation  state  of  child  population  as 


Total  number  immunised  to  date 
Percentage  of  child  population  immunised 


at  31st.  December.  1946:- 

.  ■  •"i.-  "  T  '  L.  _  •DT1' 


"Under  5yrs 
'  of  age 

Over  5  & 
under  15 
yrs  of  age 

Total  | 
under  1 
ILxrSj) 

489 

^15 

>44 

1833  j 

i  43.7 

71,5 

r  ,P  "  '  j 

61.1  i 

The  present  immunological  state  of  the  child  population 
cannot  be  viewed  with  any  feeling  of  complacency.  It  is  continually 
being  stressed  that  infants  should  have  completed  their  immunisation 
by  their  first  birthday,  but  only  just  over  43 %  of  all  children 
under  5  years  have  been  protected.  The  younger  the  attacked  child, 
the  more  readily  fatal  is  the  disease.  The  proportion  of  children  of 
school  age  is  more  satisfactory  and  it  does  appear  that  the  lethargy 
of  the  parents  is  largely  to  blame.  Under  the  age  of  5  years  children 
must  be  taken  to  a  Clinic  session,  once  at  school  they  may  be 
immunised  in  school  -  calling  for  no  greater  effort  from  a  parent 
than  the  signing  of  a  consent  form. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  commencement  was  made  with  the 
administration  of  booster  or  re -inf or cement  doses  in  the  schools  and 
the  response  was  good.  As  ever,  the  teachers  oo-operated  most 
helpfully • 
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WE ST HOUGHTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1946. 


Registrar  General1 s  Return. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Measles 

- 

- 

Cerobro-spinal  Fever 

- 

mm 

Diphtheria 

- 

mm 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

m 

Cancer 

15 

9 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

14 

9 

Heart  Disease 

35 

31 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

6 

Bronchitis 

7 

7 

Pneumonia 

1 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

mm 

.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

mm 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

Appendicitis 

- 

- 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  &  polio-encephalitis 

- 

1 

Actite  Inf.,  Encephalitis 

- 

m 

Maternal  Causes 

1 

Con.  Debility,  Premature  Birth  etc. 

3 

5 

Suicide 

1 

Other  Violence  &  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

4 

Other  defined  causes 

9 

13 

Total 

98 

.  — _ ~ _ 

102 

TUBERCULOSIS.  New  eases  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


- — . . . . . .  . . - . . — - r 

New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  3piratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Resniratorv 

Years 

M 

F 

M 

F 

’  M 

'  F 

M 

F 
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1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 
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1 

1 

H  H 

2 
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1  i 

♦ 

I 

i 

i 

| 

i 

j 

.  J 

1 

j : 

5 

2 

.  3  1 . 1  . 

—  JL  !l  —  i  — 

Total 
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